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Collective memory: A case study of a political figure Josip Broz Tito

The thesis addresses the field of the collective memory of the participants of three former
Yugoslav republics – Croatia, Serbia, and Slovenia. Using a cognitive theory, it attempts to
portray emotional tendencies of questionnaires toward the historical figure Josip Broz Tito
and the former Yugoslavia. The core task is definitions of key term regarding nations,
nostalgia, and emotions, which together form collective frameworks of societies and
individual frameworks of individuals within these societies. I comparatively presented
emotional tendencies of interviewees in my study and distributed them into groups which
correspond to their countries of origin. Using the cognitive theory, named the appraisal theory
of emotions, I strived to portray similarities and differences in emotional tendencies toward
Josip Broz and Yugoslavia, both between groups of respondents and between generations
within and between groups, and, in this way, acknowledged the transfer of memory through
generations. I managed to confirm one of the two hypotheses I set up while the other was
rejected. Throughout the study, I confirmed the hypothesis that the video of Tito's speech
acted as a significant stimulant for emotional tendencies among respondents. The hypothesis
that the memory of Tito depends on our national background, I rebuked through the
comparison of emotional tendencies of the participants in the study. The memory, as I have
found, is influenced by several elements, such as nostalgia, the transfer of memory through
generations, and today's reality of individuals' lives.
Keywords: nation, collective memory, Yugo-nostalgia, emotions.

Kolektivna memorija: študija primera politične osebnosti Josipa Broza Tita

Diplomska naloga obravnava področje kolektivne memorije udeležencev treh narodov bivše
Jugoslavije – Hrvaške, Slovenije in Srbije. S pomočjo kognitivne teorije skuša prikazati
emocionalne tendence anketirancev do zgodovinske osebe Josipa Broza Tita in bivše države
Jugoslavije. Jedro naloge vsebuje opredelitev ključnih pojmov, ki zadevajo narod, nostalgijo
ter emocije, ki skupaj tvorijo kolektivne zavesti družb ter individualne zavesti posameznikov
znotraj teh družb. Primerjalno so predstavljene emocionalne tendence anketirancev, katere so
razdeljene v skupine, ki ustrezajo državam, v katerih imajo stalno prebivališče. S kognitivno
teorijo, imenovano appraisal theory of emotions so prikazane podobnosti in razlike v
emocionalnih tendencah do Josipa Broza in Jugoslavije med skupinami anketirancev in med
generacijami znotraj in med skupinami, s čimer je prikazan tudi prenos spomina skozi
generacije. Od dveh zastavljenih hipotez sem eno uspela potrditi, drugo pa sem zavrnila. V
študiji sem potrdila hipotezo, da je video Titovega govora deloval kot signifikanten stimulans
emocionalnih tendenc pri anketirancih. Hipotezo, da je spomin na Tita odvisen od
posameznikovega naroda, kateremu pripada, sem v primerjavi emocionalnih tendenc ovrgla.
Na spomin, kot sem ugotovila, vpliva več elementov, kot so nostalgija, prenos spomina skozi
generacije ter današnja realnost življenj posameznikov.
Ključne besede: narod, kolektivni spomin, Jugo-nostalgija, emocije.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Memory – whether we are aware of it or not – is an important part of our existence. As human
beings, we experience much through our memory, reflecting on our individual pasts and
sometimes even collective pasts, as nations, as parts of a particular social group. As time
passes, our entire experience is converted into a mental depiction of whatever went before
‘now’. So are the memories of collectives, cultures, and societies. These memories are
imperfect, incomplete, as are individual memories. We continuously search to construct the
meaning of the past and we do so through interaction. By doing so, we form the basis of our
identities. Our identities are formed by different collections of different memories, different
emotions attributed to those memories.
The purpose of my bachelor thesis is to portray differences in people’s memories. Collective
memory, as Maurice Halbwachs elaborated in 1925, is comprised of several elements. They
serve as a framework of societies’ remembrance and it shapes both memories and identities of
individuals. The intertwinement of individual and collective memory is not a characteristic of
only one society. It is common to all the societies and humans around the world. In my study,
I focused on one area, once shared by several nations1, which are now identified as sovereign
nations – a particular area of the former Yugoslavia. People who identified themselves as
Yugoslavs not so long ago, have different forms of identities today. It is clearly seen in both
public and private spheres of former Yugoslav republics that memories of the past are no
longer shared. The aim of my study was to elaborate those differences in both collective and
individual memories of Croats, Serbs, and Slovenians regarding the particular historical figure
Josip Broz Tito. Broz, as the late president of former Yugoslavia, stands as a symbol of
history, as a representative of past times. Therefore, individuals’ remembrance of Tito
portrays their remembrance of Yugoslavia.
In the theoretical chapter, I focused on particular concepts that represent the key elements in
forming one’s memory in order to acknowledge differences in memories of participating
individuals. The concept of a nation is (as several influential authors argue) a modern concept.

1

The term nation is used in this thesis as a Slovenian concept, meaning a community of people, usually in a
certain territory, which are historically, linguistically, culturally and economically connected and have a
common consciousness. The English concept of a nation is, however, based on a country in which a certain
group of people lives and this group may speak different languages between themselves, yet has a common
country and government. Being a Slovenian, I will be using the Slovenian concept throughout this thesis.

7

It is formed by the force of an ideology, named nationalism. Nationalism, which is forged
within a particular ethnic group that strives for its independence, is a powerful ideology that
shapes frameworks of societies. It builds on emotions, fabricated by the interests of particular
groups or individuals in societies, and forms a certain stance. Lastly, the recollection of
historical events, historical figures and life lived in former countries. Today these
recollections can be recognized as nostalgia. Once regarded as an illness, nostalgia is
understood as a longing for the ˝good old days˝ today where individuals see the past through
an ideological lens. In order to be able to elaborate emotional stances and forms of memories
of the participants in my study, I will apply the appraisal theory of emotions, which will allow
me to establish emotional tendencies of participants. Without a doubt, emotions are keystones
in both our memories and our identities whether we discuss one’s political, national or any
other form of identity.
Presented theories and concepts will help me confirm or deny my hypotheses regarding
collective memory and emotions. For my introductory hypothesis, I presume that the memory
of Tito depends on our national background, as we built our identity and our form of a
memory of Tito through collective frameworks of our societies, which are comprised of
memories of all the generations that lived in the time of Tito and Yugoslavia. My second
hypothesis is that a video of Tito’s speech increases the value of the affective states.
In my case study, I interviewed 57 people, which is not enough for a general conclusion.
Therefore, my findings are limited to the people who participated. Participants were chosen
with regards to their country of residence. They are divided into three groups which represent
their expression of nationality – Croats, Serbs, and Slovenians. Therefore the aim of my
research is first to establish if there are any differences in collective and individual memories
of Croatian, Serbian and Slovenian participants, and, second, if the video of Tito’s speech will
act as a stimulant for emotional tendencies of the participants in my survey.
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2 JOSIP BROZ AND YUGOSLAVIA
Josip Broz Tito was and still remains one of the most important political figures of the world.
Josip Broz (his original name) was born on May 7, 1892, in Kumrovec, near Zagreb, Croatia,
and died on May 4, 1980, in Ljubljana, Slovenia. He was the secretary-general (later the
president) of the Communist Party (League of Communists) of Yugoslavia (1939–80), the
supreme commander of the Yugoslav Partisans (1941–45) and the Yugoslav People’s Army
(1945–80), and an army marshal (1943–80), the prime minister (1945–53), and the president
(1953–80) of Yugoslavia. Tito was the chief architect of the “second Yugoslavia,” a socialist
federation that lasted from World War II until 1991 (Banac, 2017, para. 1). As a communist
leader, he was the first to defy the Soviet Union, which led to respect from Western countries
on one hand and conflicts with the Soviet block on the other. The greatness of his power
could be seen in his funeral since it is regarded as one of the biggest funerals, where 209
delegations from 127 countries, 4 kings, 5 princes, 6 presidents of parliament, 31 presidents,
22 prime ministers, and 47 foreign ministers came to pay their respects.
The six constituent socialist republics that made up Yugoslavia were the SR Bosnia and
Herzegovina, SR Croatia, SR Macedonia, SR Montenegro, SR Serbia, and SR Slovenia.
Serbia also included two Socialist Autonomous Provinces Vojvodina and Kosovo. As Seil
writes, Tito’s legacy has a long history as presented above. His name is inseparable from the
notion of the former SFRJ. He was democratically elected to be president of this new nation
and ˝he was evidently seen as the ‘liberator’ of this region˝ (2010, p. 4). Yugoslavia was a
leading country of the Non-Aligned Movement under Tito’s leadership. The nations of
Ghana, India, Egypt, Indonesia and several other countries were included in this movement.
Its aim was to provide aid to third-world nations, which in turn heightened Tito’s image and
perception of power in the global sense. As president, he acted as a bulwark between the
USSR and the United States in the time of the cold war period (Seil, 2010). Until his death in
1980, he was regarded as one of most influential political figures in the world.
It is evident from all his actions and roles, played as the president of Yugoslavia, that Tito was
a powerful political figure. As a politician, he was well known and respected throughout the
world, even in the Western countries. As Duncan Wilson states in his book, called Tito’s
Yugoslavia, ˝Tito has proved to be a remarkable statesman, whose deliberate policies,
pragmatic leadership and fortunate star have enabled his country to survive great dangers and
to build a system which, just because of its ambiguities and the extent to which it incorporates
9

previous institutions, practices, and habits of thought, has considerable survival value.˝ (1979,
p. 262). This is another of many illustrations of power, greatness, and almost a mythical
perception of Josip Broz of the ˝outside˝ world.

2.1 TITO - A PERSONALITY CULT
Understanding and conceiving Tito as the symbol of Yugoslavia can be interpreted through
the concept of a personality cult. Regarding political mythology and mythology within
totalitarian regimes, Velikonja (1996) describes several types of personality cults. At the
beginning of his rule, he can be assigned the archetype of Alexander – as a young warrior, he
is unstoppable, brave, and ambitious. His aim was to unite nations that belong together and
not a single individual could stand in his way. With such stance, he gained the respect of
Western Allies, as mentioned above. As a political leader, he could also be viewed as the
Solon type of a legislator, creator of a stable political culture. As such a leader, his figure is
marked with decisiveness, resoluteness, and certainty. This is seen in his decisiveness to form
a unique, stable unity of several different nations, later republics. In the time of his presidency
(and before), he proposed resolutions for peaceful and productive collaborations of different
ethnic and religious groups. On the other hand, he could also be marked as the archetype of
Moses, which is understood as the ˝prophet˝ that is announcing a new era, steered in the right
direction. The key part in this archetype is the connection between his and his nations’ faith; it
is identical, intertwined. A new era in this archetype can be linked to the formation of
Yugoslavia, which was regarded as a unique formation and collaboration of the peaceful
integration of different national groups. He was the initiator of such alignment and, at the
same time, he was ˝one of the people˝. Hence, his ˝faith˝ was intertwined with his nations’
˝faith˝.
Being the beginner of a new era he was titled as the ˝father˝ of the nation, says Velikonja.
Such a leader was without doubt Tito, which is easily demonstrated with a saying “We are
Tito’s, Tito is Ours! (Mi smo Titovi, Tito je naš!). From this example of people’s saying, we
can conclude that Yugoslavian leader was regarded as an inseparable part of the Yugoslavian
nation; he was its leader, its ‘father’, an essential part of the nation. Velikonja demonstrates an
example in his book called Masade Duha of how a part of Yugoslavian mythology was or is
presented amongst people, nations. The leader’s name is regarded as a symbolic slogan, a seal
of authority and it is used to name cities, organizations, donations, such as Titovo Velenje,
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Titovo Užice, Titograd (Velikonja, 1996, str. 46). Using a leader’s name in such ways shows
how important the leader is to its people; it is a means for the manifestation of his greatness.
When portraying Tito as the president, the symbol of former Yugoslavia, I have noted the
concept of a nation several times. Since Yugoslavia as a federation is now in the far past, I
believe it is necessary to elaborate what that concept stands for. At the time of Yugoslavia’s
existence, a nation was perceived as the people of Yugoslavia, Yugoslavs; citizens of the
SFRJ. Today, in 2018, there is no sign of Yugoslavian political, geographical formation – all
the six republics: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, and
Slovenia are now sovereign republics. Kosovo as once a province of Serbia is also
independent and supported by the vast majority of states, except Serbia. However, putting
political affairs aside, all these countries are shaped by their nations which were once a part of
the united Yugoslavia. The key questions regarding nations, nationalism, ethnicity, and ethnic
identity were at the time of Yugoslavia asked by several academics and politicians. How did
all these different nationalities co-exist? And why did it all start to fall apart after Tito’s
death?
Researching the national question of Yugoslavia, Hannes Grandits (2008) states that the
Communist elite of Yugoslavia did not succeed in overcoming the ˝national problem˝. Many
believed that socialism resolved the national question and the existing ethnic conflicts until
the beginning of the 1990s when a multiplicity of ethnic, national conflicts broke out, claims
Grandits. In the time of Yugoslavia, its people regarded themselves as Yugoslavs, even
though there were at least six different nations integrated as one. Socialism and
Yugoslavianism were undeniably ideologically driven. The ideology within is surely seen in
one of Tito’s speeches: ˝We have shed blood for the fraternity and unity of our peoples. We
will not allow anyone to touch us or to destroy us from within, to break that fraternity and
unity˝ (˝Mi smo more krvi prolili za bratstvo i jedinstvo naših naroda. E nečemo nikome
dozvoliti, da nam dira ili da nam ruje iznutra, da se ruši to bratstvo i jedinstvo.˝). This
ideology, diffused through political practices of Tito and his party, created a formation of a
nation. In Yugoslavia that nation was Yugoslavian. After the break of Yugoslavia, new forms
of nations emerged and fought for their independence. Hence, we can conclude that nations
are not a historical fact and are an evolving entity. They are formed within political, historical,
religious, and other various discourses. As Hobsbawm meticulously puts it, nations belong to
a particular and historically recent period. They are a ˝social entity˝ and ˝relate to a certain
kind of modern territorial state, the ‘nation-state’˝ (1990, pp. 9-10).
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3 THEORETICAL CONCEPTS

3.1 NATION
After Tito’s death, Yugoslavia started to fall apart. As Velikonja states, the first symptom of
the regime’s decay in Slovenia was the slow abandonment of Yugoslavian expressions as a
brotherhood and a unity, a plurality of self-governing interest, etc. (2003, p. 57). As there was
no one left to stand for the ideals that prevailed during the time of the SFRJ, new identities
and discourses started to emerge. We can use Hobsbawm’s interpretation of national identity
in both, in the case of the Yugoslav identity and in the case of the struggle for independence,
when different national identities ‘came to light’. People’s identities could be linked to the
Yugoslav-identity in the time of Yugoslavia and, at the same time (or in the near future),
linked to a Slovenian, Bosnian, Croat, Serbian, etc. identity. To underpin the changing feature
of a national identity, Hobsbawm states that national identity can change and shift over time,
even in the course of quite short periods (1990, p. 11).
To understand how national identities can and do change, we must firstly explicate the
meaning of a nation and how it is formed. In Rizman’s opinion, a nation needs an active
image, which is constructed through empathy and decisive actions, to become a relevant
entity of history. He perceives a nation as ˝a nation, politically aware of its ethnicity or an
ethnicity which, on this basis, claims its right to the statehood˝ (1991, p. 18). Rizman
understands this ideology as nationalism. Further, he states that ˝a nation-state is a country,
made up of a single nation. A multi-national state is a state composed of two or more nations.
The multi-ethnic state consists of two or more ethnic groups that (yet) do not require
statehood˝ (ibid.). If we agree with Rizman’s understanding of a nation and a nation-state, we
can comprehend Yugoslavia as a multi-ethnic state where ethnic groups grew to require their
own statehood in the 1990s.
We must differentiate the concept of a nation from the concept of an ethnic group. The best
way is, again, to use Rizman’s words – the path from an ethnic group to a nation leads
through a political dimension. The path of Yugoslavian breakup is a phenomenal example: at
the time of Yugoslavian federation, Bosnians, Serbs, Macedonians, Montenegrins, and
Slovenians were, we can claim, ethnic groups. By struggling for their own independence,
driven by an ideology, called nationalism, they formed their own statehood and became
nations.
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Another author, definitely worth acknowledgment, is Benedict Anderson. He defines a nation
as ˝an imagined political community; imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign˝
(2006, p. 6). In his comprehension, it is imagined due to the fact that no member ever meets
every member of his nation but the image of their community exists in their minds. A nation is
a community, since it always rises as a deep, horizontal companionship, regardless of all
inequalities and exploitations within. It is, in his opinion, sovereign due to the fact that the
concept of a nation was constructed in the time of the Enlightenment and Revolution and the
only thing which ensured freedom was a sovereign state. It is also limited because he
imagines that no nation conceives itself as proportionate as the human race. A nation is
conscious of its boundaries (ibid.). The formation of independent former Yugoslav republics
is, in my opinion, consistent with Anderson’s definition of a nation. In the process of gaining
their nation-states, people carried a national identity, different from their former Yugoslav
identity, which was imagined, and they formed national borders, as they were aware of their
limitations. They ˝created˝ their own territory. They were also sovereign because the
formation of a new nation-state represented their freedom.

3.2 NATIONALISM
Nationalism as an ideology of a nation must always be understood within the context of an
informed or aware political dimension and in the context of cultural systems, against which it
was formed, as Anderson (2006) states. As Yugoslavia came to its ‘breaking point’, an
identity crisis emerged. As we have seen above, national identities can be subjects to
transformation. An idea of a free, independent nation is appealing to every individual and, at
that point, nationalism plays a crucial role. As Rizman (1991) superbly notes, when an
identity crisis emerges, the ideology of nationalism gets the opportunity to provide a new
identity which was the case of former Yugoslav-republics. He distinguishes the doctrines such
as socialism and liberalism from nationalism by stating that nationalism focuses primarily on
the cultural identity.

3.3 KEY ELEMENTS IN NATIONALISM
When discussing ethnicity and ethnic identity, we must emphasize its key component – the
use of a systematic differentiation between ˝us˝ and ˝them˝, as Eriksen (1993) argues. This is
13

undoubtedly intertwined with nationalism, as these impassable differences – culture, cultural
differences, religious differences, any kind of diversity – on which ethnic identity is based, are
what nationalism primarily focuses on. ˝Ethnicity is thus constituted through the social
contact.˝ (1993, p. 19). In Yugoslavia, ethnic boundaries were (in general) determined by
Yugoslavian state boundaries, as Yugoslav identity was predominant. As Smith and
Hutchinson (1994) argue, ethnic boundaries of different nations within Yugoslavia that
already existed but were before merged with Yugoslav identity, shifted and became
determined by social contact within the former federation.
To understand this better, we can use Smith’s (1991) constitutive elements of an ethnic
identity: a shared name, myth of origin, historical memory, distinctive culture, territory, and
solidarity. Applying this to practice, when Slovenia strived for a sovereign nation-state, it
relied on all these elements. Karantanija was, for example, used as a myth of origin, a
historical memory of its people, which was one of the elements on which nationalism was
built on. Another element which was used in the example of Slovenia was language.
Language is often used in ideologies, such as nationalism when forming a new nation-state. It
portrays language as a ˝natural language˝ of a nation, arguing that it is genuine. Therefore, the
formation of ˝new˝ nations is not ˝natural˝ or historically based. It is a fabricated identity,
based on cultural and other types of impassable differences between ethnic groups.
Smith (1991) argues that nationalisms added the fight for a political autonomy and selfsustaining economy next to cohesion, honor, and brotherhood. For smaller nations, he claims,
their culture and history became the means to an end. The more their existence is endangered
by bigger nation-states with their technological superiority and economic dominance, the
more vital their culture is. On the other hand, Walker Connor (1993) wonders whether
economic differences are in fact the main reason for ethnic-national conflicts, as several
academics assume. When striving for a sovereign state, nations amplify the inequality
between ethnic groups or rather large economic gaps between them.
Economic gaps were present in Yugoslavia as well. Even though the capital city was located
in the Republic of Serbia, the most developed region of Yugoslavia was the Republic of
Slovenia. It was both technologically superior and economically dominant. Therefore, we
cannot argue that Slovenia was fighting for the economic equality. Connor corroborates my
statement by noting in his research that ˝the changes of the economic position are not a
prerequisite for strengthening of ethnic nationalism˝ (1993, p. 307), which he depicts with
examples of Basks and Catalonians in Spain and Croats and Slovenians in Yugoslavia and
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argues that these groups of people had or have definite economic advantage over the
politically dominant groups in their countries. Hence, he argues that economic inequality is
not (in all cases) the predominant reason for ethnic conflicts.
As Connor (1993) continues, the essence of nationalism is found within the emotions of
crowds, on which elites that drive nationalism affect. These ˝crowds˝ are ethnic groups, such
as Croats, Bosnians, Macedonians, Montenegrins, Serbs, and Slovenians in Yugoslavia. They
differentiate themselves by using elements of ethnicity, religion, culture, language, and
history. Through severe conflicts that emerged in the 1990s, they reached their goal (some
easier and faster than others) – a sovereign nation-state. Today, several years (or decades)
have passed, and these republics still ‘stand’. We can say without a doubt that conflicts are
still emerging from all the sides, especially regarding national borders. One would expect,
after such severe clashes that people who used to be citizens of Yugoslavia do not have
˝good˝ or ˝nice˝ memories of those times, given the fact that they fought for their
independence. But this is not the case. Even after all these years, there is a vivid memory of
the time of Yugoslavia within all the collective frameworks of former Yugoslavs and, of
course, the time of Tito. Collective memory, a memory that is shared amongst people of a
nation has proven to be different among former Yugoslav republics. The answer to the ˝how˝
and ˝why˝ to this statement will be answered in the later chapters. First, we must clarify and
illustrate what collective memory is in its essence and how it is shown in the lives of not only
diverse nations but also in the lives of individuals.

3.4 COLLECTIVE MEMORY
What is a collective memory? Does it differ between nations, social groups, and societies? Is
it a social aspect or is it an individual one? How is it maintained and preserved? Many authors
have very similar but somewhat different perceptions of collective memory. One of the most
influential authors in this field of research is unequivocally Maurice Halbwachs. In his work
On collective memory, Halbwachs (1992) wrote that the individual participates in two types of
memory, but adopts a quite different, even contrary, attitude as he participates in the one or
the other. We have an individual memory and a collective memory. He claims that these two
memories are often intertwined. He notes that he remembers events that he only knows from
newspapers of testimonies of those people who actually lived them. Therefore, as these events
occupy a place in the nation’s memory, they are shared by people within the society. The
15

individual memory, as Halbwachs claims, relies on, relocates itself within, and merges with
the collective memory. This, he illustrates with his own memory of historic events that are not
his own. He argues that those memories are borrowed. They have, in his opinion, influenced
thoughts of a nation through institutions and endure in regions, provinces, political parties,
classes, and even families or people who lived them through. Individual memory, he
emphasizes, still goes its own way, ˝gradually assimilating any acquired deposits˝
(Halbwachs, 1992, str. 51).
He claims that others’ peoples’ memory is often important for an individual subject to evoke
his own past. He relies on points that are determined by his society. According to Halbwachs,
both types of memories have a sort of limited but, nevertheless, differing, spatial, and
temporal boundaries. Memories of a nation of a particular event, a particular person,
therefore, influence thoughts and evaluations of individuals.
Findings of Hyman and Billings (1998) corroborate Halbwachs assertions of individual
memory. In their study of creating false childhood memories, they investigated false
memories of college students – whether the students who participated in their study created
false memories by themselves and whether there was any self-knowledge in the memory
creation. In their findings, they established that if a person believes in the truthfulness of their
memories, the source does not matter. ˝Memories are reconstructed to fit one’s current view
of oneself. External stories may also be adopted as personal memories – all of us have some
memories that we are unsure of whether they are personal memories or frequently told family
stories that we now accept as memories˝ (ibid, p. 17). What they call ˝adopted memories˝,
Halbwachs calls borrowed memories and, further on, collective memory.
This concept does not correlate with the notion of collective memory that Olick (1999)
concludes of. In conclusion of his work Collective Memory – The Two Cultures, he presents
two possibilities of understanding the term collective memory. The first possibility, he states,
is that we could ˝abandon the term altogether as a poor replacement for a variety of more
specific terms, such as myth, tradition, commemoration, and so forth˝ (1999, p. 345). That
way we could avoid using the overly unifying framework. As the second possibility, he would
name it genuinely collective memory, as ˝public discourses about the past as wholes or to
narratives and images of the past that speak the name of collectivities˝ (ibid). With the term
genuinely, he implies the authenticity of a nation’s, people’s collective memory. We have
seen earlier that individual and collective memory interlace, as it is confirmed by Hyman and
Billings, who state that memories are socially constructed and negotiated. They are, in their
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opinion, not static depictions of the past and can be subjected to error – both individual and
collective memory (Hyman and Billings, 1998). Presenting authors confirm their statement by
confirming in their research that false memories do exist and are not necessarily perceived as
such. In people’s minds, those memories are real. Thus, we cannot claim any kind of
authenticity, especially when we focus on a more specific form of remembrance, nostalgia.
Grandits relates collective and internal or personal memory to acts to individuals, as he notes
that ˝collective (social) and autobiographical (internal, personal) memory is questioned since
memory cannot exist without individuals ˝carrying out˝ the act of remembering, consequently
undermining the possibility of the existence of collective memory simply ’out there’ ˝ (2008,
p. 153). He comprehends collective memory as a social or collective process which can be
subject to outside factors. Therefore, it cannot be genuine in any way. Further, he links both
individual and collective memory to the notions of identification and narrative where social
codes of a group – systems of values, norms, ideas, practices, symbols – are the pillars of the
individual’s culture on which he relies upon and, as Grandits notes, ˝orients himself in the
material and social world˝ (ibid).
We can say without a doubt that collective memory affects societies and people in all its
formations. It often plays, as Olick notes, an important role in politics and society. He
portrays his claim using the cases of the Vietnam War, memories of the Nazi period,
recollections of the dictatorships in Eastern Europe and in Latin America, and Watergate
(1999, p. 1). We can observe a form of collective memory regarding the federation and its
leader in practically all the former Yugoslav republics. I will portray different forms of
remembrance in post-Yugoslav republics later. However, right now, we must elaborate further
the meaning of collective memory and how it is visible through a concept some scholars
named Yugo-nostalgia.

3.5 NOSTALGIA
Just as the individual and the collective memories are forms of memory, so is nostalgia. It is
comprised of both forms of memories, of course, but it is shaped in congruence with unique
social, cultural and political circumstances, as Grandits (2008, p. 159) notes. As all forms of
memory, nostalgia is present and manifested both in the private and public spheres. Boym
notes of a concept, called reflective nostalgia, which, she asserts, is both ˝concerned with
historical and individual time˝ and ˝individual and cultural memory˝ (2001, p. 49).
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Today, in a vastly capitalist world, where speed, individualism, and capital are symbols of
value, people long for a more social world. Because of the uncertainty of the future, they
strive to post-materialism and they remember the past. In the introduction of her book The
Future of Nostalgia, Svetlana Boym notes that progress and globalization have only
exacerbated nostalgia amongst people. Socialism, the past of former Yugoslav republics,
represents such times of certainty, regardless of all inequalities and exploitation that they were
fighting against in the time of Yugoslavian breakup. Nostalgia is, as Velikonja (2009, p. 24)
states, ˝one of the most frequent discursive constructions in the developed countries˝.
However, we must not mistake nostalgia as a genuine remembrance of past times. It is, as the
individual and the collective memory, subject to change and emotions. The past is seen
through the eyes of today in the individual’s and nation’s present situations. Since there is no
˝running away˝ from the current situation, remembering the past time in an idealized form
becomes a form of escape. Velikonja understands nostalgia both through the eyes of ˝an
idealized yesterday that is compared with a downgraded today˝ and ˝the pain of the thought
that these pastoral tempi felici are irrevocably gone˝ (2009, p. 27). Nostalgia extols the past –
in this case, socialism – at the expense of the present. It is a weapon for those who stand to
criticize modern states, modern ways of life. As Zala Volčič finds in her work, titled Yugonostalgia: Cultural memory and media in the former Yugoslavia, nostalgia can be used or
portrayed as a form of ˝a love for the past˝ (2007, p. 25), as it can be used as a tool for
advocating and endorsing ˝xenophobia, anger, fear, hatred, and anxiety˝ (ibid.). We can find
both forms of nostalgia as Volčič describes in comparing former Yugoslav republics and
themselves within these republics. Differences can also be found when comparing public and
private spheres of these nations, which will be demonstrated in my case study.
˝Cultural nostalgia, a widespread feeling of sadness when the present is compared to the past,
utilizes collective memory to depict an intimate and emotional history˝ (Seil, 2010, p. 1).
Many authors depict nostalgia only as a form of an emotional remembrance of the past. It is
important to note that those memories change not only through time but also in the minds of
individuals themselves. There are many elements that influence these changes – political,
cultural, historical, etc. But what is also immensely important is the fact that memories within
the collective memory of a nation that help form nostalgia are passed down through
generations. Hence, new forms of memories evoke in every generation – even though they are
not personal memories. Velikonja meticulously notes that ˝nostalgia is not necessarily linked
to ‘actually experienced events’ or something that its protagonists ‘actually went through’ ˝
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(2009, pp. 29-30). The present argument is plainly manifested in both collective memories
and feelings of nostalgia for former Yugoslavs. The fact that generations that did not live in
the time of Yugoslavia or were too young to fully comprehend the world around them have
feelings of nostalgia proves the argument noted above. As Boym connects emotions with
memories: ˝One remembers best what is colored by emotion. Moreover, in the emotional
topography of memory, personal and historical events tend to be conflacted˝ (Boym, 2001, p.
52). It will be also clearly seen in my case study that emotions of the participants steer the
way into understanding collective frameworks of the selected former Yugoslavian republics.
The term several authors use to depict nostalgia in the case of former Yugoslav republics is
Yugo-nostalgia. It is a term that formulates a form of longing for the past federation several
ethnic groups were a part of not so long ago. However, as I have mentioned earlier, Yugonostalgia represents itself quite differently amongst these new sovereign nations. We must not
forget that to gain their sovereignty, former Yugo-republics had to endure a great deal of
suffering. Some came out the other side of this struggle far stronger and with lesser losses
than others. Slovenia endured far lesser wartime than the other republics and since it was
already in a better economic position, we can argue that Slovenia had a ˝better starting point˝
at the beginning. ˝Post-war Yugo-nostalgia and its commodified representations are tainted by
that brutality and the subsequent rekindling of ethnic and religious hatreds,˝ notes Volčič
(2007, p. 27). Therefore, we can deduce that the war itself and its consequences influenced
people’s memories and nostalgic feelings of Yugoslavia.
Volčič (2007) states that Tito stands as a positive symbol of Yugoslavia in all the former
Yugoslav republics today. As such, he was ˝detached from political and historical life to be
packaged and sold for hard currency˝ (ibid, p. 34). One such form of Yugo-nostalgia can be
called Titostalgia, as Velikonja argues. Titostalgia, in his words, ˝is a nostalgic discourse on
the late Yugoslav president, as it has been pursued across once common Yugoslav space ever
since the disintegration of the country.˝ (2009, p. 33).
We could, in a way, equate Yugo-nostalgia with Titostalgia. Just as much as Tito is portrayed
today in many forms as a hero, a depoliticized persona, a great leader, so is portrayed
Yugoslavia also. It is remembered today as an ideal country where all its citizens lived in
harmony and well-being. Both types of remembering are utopian, idealized, and compiled in
such a way that bad things are forgotten. The main reason for such remembrance is (besides
all political and historical factors) generations. By generations, I refer to those generations
that lived in the time of Yugoslavia and are no longer with us, generations that lived in the
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time of Yugoslavia and lived through wars for independence, and those generations that were
born after the fall of Yugoslavia and have no personal memories of those times. Here is where
we can interpolate collective memory and begin to understand why it differentiates between
former Yugoslav republics today.
As I noted above, collective and individual memories are intertwined. Just as memories of
certain times, people, and events are passed down through generations, so are emotions.
Emotions are, as we have seen, an essential part of nostalgia. As Velikonja argues, ˝nostalgic
constructions are not about hard facts but about feelings and interpretations˝ (2009, p. 28). We
can say roughly that there are positive and negative emotions. However, as the people, we
know that there is no black and white, especially regarding emotions. Boym corroborates the
connectedness of emotions and memories when she notes that “collective frameworks often
function as those screen memories that determine the contexts of an individual’s affective
recollections. In exile or in a historic transition, the signposts from the former homeland
themselves acquire emotional significance (Boym, 2001, p. 54). To grasp the full concept of
emotions and how they can be represented and depicted, let us see some authors, crucial in
this area of study.

3.6 THEORY OF EMOTIONS
Antonio R. Damasio, one of most respected neurologists, wrote that emotions are ˝triggered
only after an evaluative, voluntary, nonautomatic mental process˝ (Damasio, 1994, p. 130).
He connects our experiences with stimulants that set to cause emotions. There is, in his
opinion, room for all kinds of variations regarding the intensity and the extent of emotions for
an individual (ibid.).
Humans are both biological and cultural beings. The work of Damasio is written from a
scientific, neurological perspective. What is more important for my thesis is hidden within
feelings of emotions – what forms our emotional behavior? He presupposes that ˝the essence
of feeling, an emotion is the experience of such changes in juxtaposition to the mental images
that initiated the cycle˝ (ibid, p. 145). The above quote depicts how emotions, in Damasio’s
opinion, become directed toward objects. People feel all kinds of emotions. It is how we react
to certain situations. It is how we express ourselves. We use people’s expressions of emotions
as guidelines when we evaluate someone’s character or personality overall. As Lazarus and
Smith (1990, p. 614) argue, ˝the emotional response is not a reaction to a stimulus, but to an
20

organism (person) – environment relationship˝. They correlate emotions with cognitive
capabilities. Emotions are, in their opinion, different kinds of responses both imagined
(abstract) or real meanings and situations.
Scherer (2009), on the other hand, portrays emotions as cultural and psychobiological
adaptation mechanisms which allow each individual to react flexibly and dynamically to
environmental contingencies. However, to understand how emotions are generated,
psychologists and other researchers use the appraisal theory of emotions. It is, in Lazarus’s
and Smith’s opinion, essential, since it represents a ˝motivational principle that identifies what
is regarded by the individual as important or unimportant to personal well-being˝ (1990, p.
614). The appraisal theory presupposes that emotions consist of changes in appraisal, action
tendencies, somatic responses, expressive behavior, and experience or feelings (Moors, 2014,
p. 303). There are several appraisal theories generated by different authors. I will rely on
Scherer’s elaboration of the appraisal theory of emotions.
According to Scherer (2009), appraisal theories consider emotions as ˝bounded episodes in
time˝ (p. 3,460). With regard to emergent response patterns, it assumes the emergence of
patterns driven by appraisal results. Events are seen as elicitors of bounded emotion episodes.
They assume that it is not the event itself but the appraisal by the individual which is decisive
and which may change over time in the course of reappraisal. Regarding the behavioral
meaning of the events, an appraisal theorist believes that this is the essential feature, insisting
on the fact that it is only through the specific behavioral meaning of an event for an individual
that the action preparation following the appraisal process can have an adaptive value.
Scherer’s theory helps to recognize and elaborate emotions more specifically as Moors (2014)
asserts. When the appraisal process is complete in one’s mind it stimulates changes in one’s
tendencies, motor responses, and, ultimately, behavior.
In my study, my aim is to quantitatively compare the affective appraisal and cognitive
responses of the participating individuals regarding their image of Tito and Yugoslavia. Using
the appraisal theory of emotions, I will be able to measure and compare the emotional and
cognitive engagement of participating subjects, after they have been exposed to an enclosed
video of Tito’s speech. As Pavlaković and Perak note, ˝one of the most important questions in
the research of the collective memory is the influence of the emotional and cognitive
dimensions in the mechanism of social memory transmission˝ (Pavlaković & Perak, 2017, p.
270). When an individual is reminded of a past event or a historical person via a stimulus,
their appraisal of emotions may change.
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As Pavlaković and Perak further note, ˝the same event can be construed differently by
profiling different frames, resulting in specific emotional, cognitive and behavioral responses˝
(ibid., p. 271). To be able to compare the emotional and cognitive engagement, eight
dimensions which represented dependent variables in my questionnaire served as indicators of
emotional engagement and cognitive appraisal. The dimensions were selected using the
componential process model (CPM) of emotion mechanisms of Klaus Scherer. The CMP
suggests as Scherer argues (2009) ˝that the event and its consequences are appraised with a set
of criteria on multiple levels of processing. The result of the appraisal will generally have a
motivational effect, often changing or modifying the motivational state before the occurrence
of the event˝ (p. 3,462). Scherer argues that emotions are specific. He believes they are
emergent processes that focus on specific events, involve motive consistency and appraisal of
intrinsic features of object or events, and are subject to change. The questions in the
questionnaire consist, therefore, of pleasant and unpleasant dimensions within eight emotion
categories – anger, fear, shame, disgust, sadness, love, pride, and happiness.
In researching the collective memory in three post-Yugoslav republics – Croatia, Serbia, and
Slovenia – I based my case study on the memory of Josip Broz Tito. Collective memory, or
more specifically nostalgia or Yugo-nostalgia, can be expressed in many forms. Beside
cultural monuments, products and other forms of cultural nostalgia, it can be expressed with
emotions. To explain why Yugo- or Titostalgia is so vibrant in all the mentioned nations, I set
out to evaluate the types of emotions towards Tito. Since my hypothesis is based on
differences in emotion tendencies, the appraisal theory of emotions is the most optional
choice. In my research, subjects were first given a picture of Josip Broz Tito and asked to
evaluate their emotions at the time. Then, they were asked to watch a video of his speech after
which followed the second (identical) picture of Tito and they were once again asked to
evaluate their emotions when seeing the picture for the second time. This means that the
presenting theory presupposes that stimulus (a video of Tito’s speech) can increase one’s
appraisal of an event, an object or a person.
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4 METHODOLOGY

4.1 METHOD
After the examination of the research in this area of study, the first step was the formation of a
semi-structured questionnaire. In the first part of the questionnaire, participants were asked
some basic demographic questions that were formed as multiple linear choice, linear scale,
and short-answer text. The second part began with a picture of Josip Broz Tito. He was not
named specifically. The questionnaire continued with specific linear scale questions where
participants appraised their emotions toward the person in the picture. Since I used the
appraisal theory of emotions to elaborate emotions, expressed in my case study, I enclosed a
video of Tito’s speech in hope to stimulate participants’ emotions. In the last part of the
survey, I posted the same picture of Tito and replicated questions from the second part of the
questionnaire. Questions in the questionnaire were formed using the Scherer’s CMP model of
emotion mechanisms. They consisted of pleasant and unpleasant dimensions which were
represented in questions in eight emotional categories – anger, fear, shame, disgust, sadness,
love, pride, and happiness. Questions were formulated in such a way that participants were
asked to evaluate their emotional tendencies toward the picture of Josip Broz before and after
they were exposed to the video of Broz’s speech.

4.2 DATA COLLECTION
The participants in my survey were chosen with regards to their country of residence –
Croatia, Serbia or Slovenia. All the participants were approached personally. The aim of my
research was carefully explained. The research was taking place from February 2018 to May
2018 via the internet. I sent questionnaires, which I formed using the Google Forms, directly
to all the participants using various internet sources, such as social networks and e-mail.
Questionnaires were provided to each group (nation2) in their language. Hence, I formed three
identical questionnaires in Croatian, Serbian, and Slovenian language. The accompanying text
included an elaboration of my case study and the participants were assured anonymity.

2

The term nation will be used as a term for a group of participants – Croats, Serbs or Slovenians. I must note that
when this term is used, it applies only in the framework of my study regarding the individuals who participated
in my study.
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4.3 SAMPLE
57 individuals participated in my case study – 21 participants are the citizens of Slovenia, 19
participants are the citizens of Croatia and 17 participants are the citizens of Serbia. Since I
strived to explore differences in memories of different generations, the age varied from 18 to
81 years old, with an average of 40 years old. To be able to compare the abovementioned
differences, I formulated two generations and set the line at the age of 34, since the older
generation has and the younger generation does not have any personal (individual) memories
of Tito, as they were born after 1984.

4.4 DATA ANALYSIS
Answers were conversed to the Microsoft Excel, within which the tendencies of emotions
were carefully calculated. Since the number of the participants does not form a representative
pattern and all the data were not statistically relevant, I strove to utilize participants’ appraisal
as tendencies and formed my interpretations using the cognitive theory – the appraisal theory
of emotions – and formed my conclusive interpretations using comparative and interpretative
methods.

4.5 DATA REPRESENTATION
4.5.1 AGE
The age of the participants was divided into the classes of 5 years in all the three nations,
except for the first class (18-23 years) and the last class (61 years and more). The youngest
participant was 18 years old, while the oldest two participants were 81 years old.
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Figure 4.1: Presentation of the age structure of the participants
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As seen in figure 4.1, I have generated two groups of generations in all the nations (34 years
represents the line) to be able to explore the transfer of memory through the generations.
The oldest of the younger generation in Croatia is 32 years old. The youngest of the older
generation is 40 years old. Among the Slovenian participants, the oldest of the younger
generation is 31 years old, whereas the youngest of the older generation is 42 years old.
Among the Serbian participants, the oldest of the younger generation is 30 years old and the
youngest of the older generation is 47 years old.

4.5.2 SEX
Of 57 participants, 37 participants or 64.9% present female participants and 20 participants or
35.1% present male participants. Figure 4.2 represents the male and the female participants of
the Croatian, Serbian, and Slovenian nation.
Of 17 Croatian participants, 10 are female and they represent 52.60% of all the Croatian
participants. 9 participants are male and they represent 47.4% of all the Croatian participants
of the survey. Of 17 Serbian participants, 14 are female, which represents 82.4% of all the
Serbian participants. The three remaining Serbian participants are male. They represent 17.6%
of all the Serbian participants of the survey. In the group of 21 Slovenian participants, 13 of
them are female and they represent 61.9% of all the Slovenian participants. 8 participants are
male, which represents the remaining 38.1% of all the Slovenian participants of the survey.

25

4.5.3 EDUCATION
Almost half of the participants (28 or 49.1%) are either in the process of completing or have
completed a full university education. In figure 4.2, the percentages of the participants’ level
of education are presented in the groups of the specific nations.
Figure 4.2: Presentation of educational structure of participants
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Only one of the Croatian participants finished the primary school and this participant is a part
of the older generation. 8 participants of the older generation finished the secondary school,
which represents 80% of those who completed this level of education. In the younger
generation of the participants, more participants either completed or are in the process of
completing a full university education – 6 participants, which represents 75%. In the older
generation, 2 participants or 25% have either completed or are in the process of completing a
full university education.
Among the Serbian participants, one finished the primary school and is a part of the older
generation, as it is the case with the Croatian participants. 2 participants (40%) of the younger
generation and 3 participants (60%) of the older generation finished the secondary school.
Several younger participants are either in the process of completing or have completed
university education – 7 of 11 participants, which represents 63.6%. This means that 4
participants or 36.40% of the older generation are either in the process of completing or have
completed university education.
Among the Slovenian participants, 3 individuals finished the primary school where 1 is of the
younger generation and 2 are of the older generation. A participant noted that he had finished,
what was called in Slovenia Višja šola or a form of the university education. 4 participants of
the younger and 4 of the older generation finished Secondary School, which both represents
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50%. The most common education level is the university education where 4 participants of
the younger generation or 44.4% are either in the process of completing or have completed
the university education, and where one more participant of the older generation (5 or 55.6%)
is either in the process of completing or has completed the university education.

4.5.4 COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE AND NATIONALITY
As shown in figures 4.3 and 4.4, when asked about their country of residence and their
national identity, almost all aligned.
Figure 4.3: Presentation of the country of residence of participants
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Figure 4.4: Presentation of the national identity of the participants
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All the Croatian participants who live in Croatia have a Croatian national identity, just as all
the Slovenian participants. They all live in Slovenia and they all have a Slovenian national
identity. There is only one difference among the Serbian participants: 2 of 17 participants live
in Slovenia but all the 17 participants identify their national identity as Serbian.

4.5.5 RECOGNITION OF JOSIP BROZ
In this chapter, a photograph of Tito was enclosed with the intent to awaken the emotions of
the participants toward Tito. Gathered answers confirm that participants have an emotional
stance toward Tito but this is not new information and it is not particularly essential for my
case study. The relevant are the results of the answers of the third part of expressions of
emotions, which will be portrayed later. It is important to note that Tito was not named in the
first part of the questionnaire where the participants were asked to evaluate their level of
emotions in each question. In the next part of the questionnaire, participants were asked to
elaborate if they know who the person on the picture is and where (if) they know him from.
100% of participants answered they recognize the person in the picture enclosed at the
beginning of the first part of the questionnaire. When asked where (if) they know him from,
different answers were provided, which is seen in figures 4.5, 4.6 and 4.7 where each figure
represents one of the groups of the participants, according to their nation – Croats, Serbs, and
Slovenians.
Figure 4.5: Presentation of the recognition of Tito among the Croatian participants
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Figure 4.6: Presentation of the recognition of Tito among the Serbian participants
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Figure 4.7: Presentation of the recognition of Tito among the Slovenian participants
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It is clearly manifested through the presenting figures that most of the participants know Tito
from the primary school. This can be explained in both younger and older generations of all
the three groups. Older generations were in primary schools in the time of Yugoslavia and
Tito’s presidency until his death in 1980. In schools, they learned about him as the person and
their president. They were called Tito’s Pioneers (in Slovenian language: Titovi pionirji).
They sang songs, had special uniforms, etc. Younger generations also learned of Tito mostly
in primary schools and in the embrace of their parents and family. These participants were not
in primary schools in Tito’s lifetime, so they were not his pioneers. However, they learned of
him in the history books.
Another important influence of the recognition of Tito is the parents and the family, as visible
in figures 4.5, 4.6 and 4.7. The parents and the family are the child’s primary environment
where all the personal emotions and memories are gathered and freely expressed. Therefore, it
comes as no surprise that the parents and the family serve as a reservoir for past times, past
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events, and people of the past. The most relevant for both my hypotheses are the results of the
third part of the questionnaire.

4.5.6 STIMULATED APPRAISAL OF EMOTIONS
Participants were given a video of Tito’s speech. After the video, they were asked to evaluate
their emotional tendencies toward Tito again – the questions were identical to the questions in
the first part of the questionnaire. The results are provided in the following figures and
divided into the three groups – Croats, Serbs, and Slovenians. Interpretations of these answers
– the differences between groups (the participants’ nations) and the differences between
generations of all the groups (participants’ nations) – will follow in the next chapter of the
analysis. Figures 4.8, 4.9 and 4.10, therefore, represent stimulated emotional tendencies after
watching the video of Tito’s speech.
Figure 4.8: Presentation of the stimulated emotion tendencies after the video – Croats

In figure 4.8, the results of emotional tendencies of the Croatian participants are given. One
group (blue) represents all the participants, one group (red) represents the younger generation
of the Croatian participants, and the last group (yellow) represents the older group of Croatian
participants. It is clearly seen from these results that emotional tendencies vary from
generation to generation.
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When considering the group that represents all the Croatian participants, the t-test shows us
two statistically significant changes in emotions. First, emotions of anger decreased, and
second, pride increased. Overall, negative emotions, such as disgust, fear, sadness, anger, and
shame all decreased after watching the video. Positive emotions, such as happiness, love, and
pride increased.
In the younger generation of Croatian participants, the t-test shows us one almost statistically
significant change – a decrease of shame. Overall, emotions differ from the group of all the
Croatian participants. Emotions, such as disgust, anger, and shame decreased – but what is the
difference here is that love also decreased. Amplified were the emotions of fear (which is not
present in the group of all the participants), happiness, and pride. The t-test for the older
generation provides us with two statistically significant changes – a decrease of anger and an
increase in pride. After watching the video of Tito’s speech, emotions, such as disgust, fear,
sadness, anger, and shame decreased, and emotions such as happiness, love, and pride
increased.
We can see some differences in emotional tendencies toward Tito when comparing the two
generations. But overall, pleasant emotions when remembering Tito are stronger and more
present than negative emotions. Even if those negative emotions were felt by the participants
before, the pictures and video of Tito’s speech aroused memories and, as seen, amplified or
even awakened some positive emotions toward the former president of Yugoslavia.
Figure 4.9: Presentation of the stimulated emotion tendencies after the video – Slovenians
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In figure 4.9, the results of changes in emotional tendencies are represented in the three
groups – all the Slovenian participants (yellow), the younger generation of Slovenian
participants (blue) and the older generation of Slovenian participants (red). Regarding all the
Slovenian participants, the t-test showed no statistically significant results. The tendencies of
emotions, however, are still seen in the answers. All the given emotions – disgust, fear,
sadness, anger, happiness, love, and pride increased after watching the video of Tito’s speech.
But when we started to compare the younger and the older generation, we started detecting
differences.
The younger generation of Slovenian participants provided us with the two statistically
significant results via the t-test. The emotions of happiness and love increased after watching
the video. At the same time, disgust, fear, anger, shame, and sadness also increased, which
will be further discussed in the chapter of interpretation. The participants of the Slovenian’s
older generation did not show any statistically significant results. Yet, the t-test shows some
almost statistically relevant changes. While emotion tendencies only increased in the younger
generation, in the case of the older generation, emotion tendencies all decreased. Sadness,
anger, shame, happiness, love, and pride have all decreased, while disgust and fear showed
the result 0.00%, which stands for the fact that these participants displayed no such emotions
during the survey.
Figure 4.10: Presentation of the stimulated emotion tendencies after the video – Serbs
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A statistically significant result is seen using the t-test in figure 4.10 in the group of Serbian
participants – love. Overall, the results of their answers showed an increase in emotions, such
as disgust, fear, happiness, and love, which is very interesting regarding interpretations. When
it comes to emotions of shame, the results show 0.00% which again depicts that the Serbian
participants displayed no such emotions during the survey.
In the group of the younger generation of the Serbian participants (red), there were no
statistically significant results. The results though show that there was a decrease in emotions,
such as sadness and pride and an increase in emotions as disgust, anger, and love. Fear,
shame, and happiness resulted in 0.00%, which means that no such emotion tendencies were
present in younger Serbian participants during the survey. There are also no statistically
significant results when discussing the group of older Serbian participants, though sadness
and love show almost statistically significant results using the t-test. Emotions, such as
disgust, fear, happiness, and love, increased after watching the video and sadness. Anger and
pride decreased at the same time. Shame also showed 0.00% using the t-test, which can be
understood as a fact that shame was not present in the older generation of the Serbian
participants during the survey and nor was in the younger generation.
When I combined all the groups of nations (Croats, Serbs, and Slovenians) only one emotion
tendency is statistically significant – love. On the other hand, anger, sadness, and shame
decreased after watching the video. Disgust, fear, happiness, love, and pride increased.
Based on the presented results I can conclude that inserting the video of Tito’s speech had an
impact on emotions and emotional tendencies of the participants regarding Josip Broz. It also
depicts that emotions toward the historical persona are still present and well-preserved,
especially when they are aroused by such visual elements as Tito’s speech. To portray a
general representation of the emotional tendencies of the three groups of the participants,
divided into nations, I enclosed a presentation in the form of figure 4.11.
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Figure 4.11: Presentation of the average of the emotional tendencies of Croats, Serbs, and Slovenians

As represented in figure 4.11, emotion tendencies vary between not only participants but also
between nations. Since answers of questions regarding evaluation of emotions were given as a
linear scale, the number 1 represented I do not agree completely and the number 5 represented
I agree completely.
The results show that emotion of pride is commonly high in all the three nations. It is the
highest between the Croatian participants and the lowest among the Serbian participants. Even
though pride has been portrayed as the most common emotion and reaches the highest level of
evaluation, it still reaches only number 3, which represents the fact that it is not felt as strong
as it may seem.
Positive emotions, such as happiness, love, and pride, are depicted in figure 4.11 as the
highest ranking emotions in all the three nations. Sadness, which is common in the Croatian
participants, is also quite high, and it can also be assumed as a positive emotion if we are
considering the concept of nostalgia although it is connected to both mourning and
melancholia. Disgust, fear, anger, and shame were evaluated as the lowest, which can be
understood as the fact that they are present, but are not as strong as positive emotions. Hence,
love, pride, and happiness still prevail in the memories and images of the participants in this
study.
In figure 4.11, this average represents all the participants of all the three nations. However, to
be able to give an accurate interpretation of emotional tendencies and collective and
individual frameworks of remembrance, another crucial component must be noted. Different
generations form different types of memories. Therefore, differences in generations are
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portrayed as a visual element of the emotional tendencies of the participants in figures 4.12
and 4.13.
Figure 4.12: Presentation of the emotional tendencies of the older generations – Croats, Serbs, and
Slovenians

Figure 4.13: Presentation of the emotional tendencies of the younger generations – Croats, Serbs, and
Slovenians

There are small, but present differences in generations of all the three nations, as portrayed in
figures 4.12 and 4.13. In all the three older generations, happiness, love, and pride are
expressed as the most present emotions, just as they are in the younger generations. Disgust,
fear, anger, and shame are the lowest in both, older and younger generations, and shame is in
all generations somewhere in between. It is important to note that no expressed emotion
(except for pride in older generations) does not reach higher than number 3, which shows that
those emotions are present but not vivid.
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5 DATA INTERPRETATION

Throughout the present study, several concepts of identities, national formations, and
memories were closely represented. Using the cognitive method, I was able to conduct a
research study of emotional tendencies of the individuals who participated. The results were
given in several forms in an attempt to visually depict differences in emotions toward Josip
Broz Tito with the help of a stimulative video of his speech. In my interpretation, I will
combine the results of emotional tendencies that were evaluated by the participants
themselves and the results of the emotional tendencies stimulated by the video.
Yugoslavia fell apart in 1991. Socialist republics that were once part of one state are
sovereign nation-states today. As we know, history is never forgotten, especially if horrors,
such as wars in the time of Yugoslavia’s fall, occur. Different ethnic groups that once were a
part of one nation strove for their independence, a creation of their own nation and their own
nation-state. People fought for, what they thought, would be a better place, a better country, a
better life. However, there is always room for nostalgia. Longing for the past time, a utopian
image of a once-better world. Nostalgia is not observed only through cultural monuments and
artifacts, stored in museums. It is also observed through the expressed emotions of
individuals. Comparing emotions that participants expressed or evaluated in my survey, I
found that they have, even today, a particular stance toward past times, and toward Tito, who,
in people’s minds, stands as a symbol of the former federation. Regarding the fact why Tito
can be understood as an image, representing Yugo-nostalgia, Velikonja (2009, p. 129) states:
˝The Tito from Titostalgia has not much to do with the ‘real Broz’. In fact, as a historical
personality, he is not even very important in that context. It is precisely this retrospective
utopia within nostalgic narratives that can explain why today we encounter not only the
surviving examples, or residues, of former veneration of Broz, but primarily his new image,
created in new ways.˝
When I started conducting my research, I was quite certain that there will be large differences
in emotional tendencies between nations. Yet, as it is seen from figure 4.11, there are not that
many. In all the three groups of the participants, positive emotions – happiness, love, and
pride – are the highest evaluated emotions. In the scale of 1 to 5, no emotion is evaluated over
number 3, which stands for the fact that these emotions are not so forceful and dynamic. Yet,
they are present. It is almost surprising that their evaluation of emotions reach this level since
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a lot of time has passed since Tito’s death as well as the breakup of Yugoslavia. Hence, it is
understandable that participants have not evaluated their emotional tendencies on a higher
level (more than 3) because even though their memories and emotions still frame the
collective and individual memory of societies they are milder than they were at that time.
Given the fact that participants expressed such emotions, it is prudent to argue that a nostalgic
discourse is present. Sadness can represent a negative emotion. When interpreting nostalgia,
however, sadness is inevitably a representative of nostalgia. As Velikonja notes, ˝nostalgic
constructions are not about hard facts but about feelings and interpretations˝ (2009, p. 28). As
Velikonja argues further, features of nostalgia are not only a ˝sugary, idealized image of
someone or something departed˝ but as well, ˝a positive emotional involvement and a look
beyond the present˝ (ibid.).
It comes as no surprise that negative emotions as disgust, fear, anger, and shame are also
present. Consequences of war and destruction which followed the fight for independence are
deeply rooted in the collective frameworks of all the nations. They are not only individual
memories of generations who lived through those times. The younger generation can still see
its destructive aftermath today. The collective memory serves as a common framework of
images, emotions, past events, people – everyday life, as Boym (2001) notes. Younger
generations which did not live in the time before Tito’s death have a certain image about him
and about the life then. Boym (2001, p. 53) faultlessly depicts that ˝shared everyday
frameworks of the collective or cultural memory offers us mere signposts for individual
reminiscences that could suggest multiple narratives˝. Nations can create different forms of
collective frameworks. Different generations can also use those existent frameworks as
signposts toward similar (maybe not identical or even completely different) individual
frameworks, combined with the other types of narratives.
In figures 4.12 and 4.13, I portrayed the comparison of the older and the younger generation
of the Croatian, Serbian, and Slovenian participants. The results show that in all the three
nations emotional tendencies are very similar in the older and the younger generation. This
proves that collective frameworks, memories, and emotions were passed through generations
in all the three nations. It also proves that individual memories of the participants correlate
with the collective memories since the younger generation has no personal memories of Tito
and was too young to remember the life in Yugoslavia. Halbwachs’s theory of the
interrelation between the individual and collective memory where he believes that individual
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memory relocates itself within and merges with the collective memory is clearly seen in the
present case.
As expected, older generations of all the three nations have more vivid, stronger emotional
tendencies toward Tito and Yugoslavia. Therefore, it is not surprising that younger
generations also expressed similar types of emotions. When asked about the origin of their
recognition of the person in the photo, two main sources stood out – the first source is the
primary school and the second source is the parents and the family. Besides education, which
is – no doubt – a prominent pillar of reliance and interpretation of history, parents, and family
serve as keystones in the construction of younger generation’s frameworks. Even though these
individuals did live in those times, they formed a kind of a stance toward it.
As I have argued multiple times so far, it is evident that the images and memories of Tito and
Yugoslavia are still present in the frameworks of all former Yugoslav societies. When Boym
(2001) sets to explain the memories of the people who were a part of the former Yugoslavia,
she notes that memorial landmarks, such as official symbols, images, scenes, words – multiple
fragments of the past – cannot be completely mapped. This kind of memory is, in her opinion,
˝composed of shattered fragments, ellipses and scenes of the horrors of war˝ (Boym, 2001, p.
52). This was clearly depicted when I compared evaluations of emotions of the participants
themselves and the differences of the appraised emotions before and after the video.
When the participants were asked to evaluate their emotions before and after the video,
positive emotions prevailed. But when we look at the change in emotional tendencies (figures
4.8, 4.9 and 4.10) we can conclude that their memories are fragmented. Some details, events,
and emotions are more vividly present than others, given the fact that video acted as a
powerful stimulant and emotions in fact changed. In the group of the Croatian participants,
anger shifted into pride after the video. Hence, a visual element stimulated and filled those
missing parts in their remembrance. Such is also in the case of the Serbian participants where
video shifted sadness into love. It stimulated and aroused memories. There were no such
shifts in the emotions of Slovenian participants. Yet, the mere fact that emotions were
amplified due to the video shows that gaps are present in their frameworks of remembrance as
well. However, I must note that these shifts in emotional tendencies do not represent
emotions, equal to emotions that were present in the time of Tito and Yugoslavia.
A key element that influences these tendencies is the present status of participants. In the time
of the fall of Yugoslavia, nations that strived for independence did not express positive
38

emotions toward the common state. Independence stood as a symbol of freedom and people
expected positive changes in their economic, political, and social positions. Today, they find
themselves in sovereign nation-states where money and individualism represent the highest
values of societies. Thus, when the participants’ memories of the past times were evoked
negative emotions that constituted their fragmented collective and individual memories
shifted. Nostalgia serves as a means of escape here. As Boym meticulously notes, nostalgia as
an ˝effective yearning for a community with a collective memory, a longing for continuity in
a fragmented world, inevitably reappears as a defence mechanism in a time of accelerated
rhythms of life and historical upheavals˝ (Boym, 2001, p. XIV). Pride and love represent a
yearning, an evoked memory of their childhood, of times of communities and connectedness.
These emotions are thus, in Boym’s words, ˝a rebellion against the modern idea of time˝
(2001, p. XV). The dual nature of nostalgia is also noted by Velikonja. He observes two
elements of nostalgia: ˝Pleasant memories of an idealized yesterday that is compared with a
downgraded today˝, and ˝pain at the thought that these pastoral tempi felici are irrevocably
gone.˝ (2009, p. 27).
The mere fact that the participants expressed any kind of emotion tendencies in my study
supports the claim that nostalgia or Yugo-nostalgia is today still present among the people
whose nation-states were once a part of Yugoslavia. It is manifested in figure 4.11, which
represents the average of the emotional tendencies of all the three nations. However, as I
mentioned before, these emotions are a part of a fragmented collective memory which
influences the individual memories of the participants.
In the current public sphere, there is a general opinion of nostalgic feelings of former
Yugoslav republics and their people. Political and media discourses portray certain images,
which serve to particular interests of several kinds of movements and ideologies. To avoid
such generalization, I was interested in the individual level of nostalgic emotions of chosen
nations, more particularly, two generations of each nation, to compare emotional evaluations
of individuals and collective frameworks.
In the group of the Croatian participants, the emotions of pride substituted the emotions of
anger. Hence, we can conclude that the video of Tito’s speech acted as a powerful stimulant.
As Croatia was gaining its independence, an immense war left behind severe consequences. A
long time has passed since then and the people created new lives and new communities. In
both generations of the Croatian participants, positive emotions of happiness, love, and pride
prevail and evaluations are very similar. What is interesting is the fact that emotions of
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disgust, fear, sadness, anger, and happiness are more present in the younger generation when
compared to the older generation. Emotions of love and pride are highly evaluated among the
older generation. The older participants were alive in the time of Tito and in the time of
Yugoslavia. Therefore, they have personal memories of those times. When remembering the
past in a nostalgic way, the past is seen and imagined as a time of stability, solidarity, safety,
community, love, and peace. Nostalgic emotions are comprised of mourning and melancholy.
When they are reminded of a particular event or a particular person (as is, in this case, Tito),
however, the emotions, which express nostalgia are love, pride, and happiness. In their
utopian remembrance, the past is glorified, to use Velikonja’s words (2009, p. 28). Just as the
collective memory influences the individual memory, so the individual memory does
influence the collective memory. Before the video, Croatian participants expressed emotions
of anger, shame, disgust, and fear. Those emotions prevail in the collective framework of their
society. As the video acted as a stimulant, a shift from the collective to a more individual
framework of remembrance occurred. These negative emotions dramatically shifted into more
positive emotions – for example, anger shifted into pride and these results are statistically
significant. This represents the fact that when a stimulant was provided, personal, and
individual memories rose above the frameworks of their society. We cannot compare the
legitimacy of their emotions toward Tito at this point. Even though they are now in an
idealized, utopian form, and are influenced by the present situation, they are still their own
memories, their own emotions.
The same can be said for the younger generation, but there is one difference. The younger
generations of Croatian participants have no personal memories of Tito and Yugoslavia. And
yet, they experienced intense emotions after watching the video. Before the video, younger
participants experienced similar emotions as older participants. However, after the video,
different emotions were amplified. Shame shifted into happiness. However, at the same time,
love shifted into fear. Negative emotions of younger participants show the same framework of
memories that were present in the older generation before the video. Hence, there must be a
reason for stimulative changes in emotions. Unlike the older generation, where the video
stimulated their personal experiences, younger participants drew a parallel with their current
situation in their society. Shame, as a part of the collective memory that influenced their
individual memory changed into feelings of happiness, which represents a utopian image of
an idealized past that was passed on by their parents and the family. Bad memories are easier
forgotten than happy memories. As the older generation passes on those idealized
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remembrances of unity, brotherhood, social security, and love through parenting, storytelling,
and complaining about the insecurities of today’s world, younger individuals create a
community in their minds where all their problems of today would disappear. On the other
hand, a fear which was transformed from the feelings of love could be interpreted in two
ways. First, it could be a reflection of a collective remembrance of Tito’s policy and the
horrors of war, the fear that it could happen again. Second, in a more subconscious level, it
can represent a fear that those glorified golden times of brotherhood and unity will never be
regained again. The fear of being ˝stuck˝ in this capitalist world, driven by materialistic and
individualistic values where it is becoming harder and harder to survive, opposed to those past
times when those worries did not exist. As Boym notes, ˝reflective nostalgia has a capacity to
awaken multiple planes of consciousness˝ (2001, p. 50).
The Serbian participants demonstrated a similar evaluation of emotional tendencies. As the
Croatian participants, Serbs strongest emotions were those of happiness, love, and pride. And
again, there are strong similarities between the older and the younger generation, which is
shown in figures 4.12 and 4.13. In general, sadness shifted into love. This could be interpreted
in a way that the video of Tito reminded the Serbian participants of past times and evoked
memories. Both sadness and love are the expressions of nostalgia. This shift is common to
both generations. However, the change was far stronger in the older generation. Video evoked
their personal memories of happy moments in the time of Yugoslavia, as was the case with
the older generation of the Croatian participants. Yet, the difference between the Croatian and
the Serbian participants is in emotions of disgust and fear. While older Serbs expressed
amplified emotions of disgust and fear after watching the video, younger Serbs expressed
amplified emotions of disgust. Fear, on the other hand, decreased. This change could be
correlated with the current situation in Serbia. War left severe economic and political
consequences. Those consequences are felt by their people even today. In Yugoslavia, Serbs
were economically and politically very powerful, especially when compared to Croatians,
Bosnians, Montenegrins, and Macedonians. Only Slovenians could compare. When
Yugoslavia fell apart, Serbia was both economically and politically impoverished and many
Serbians went to fight in the war. Hence, disgust and fear in the older generations could
reflect memories of war and their current political, economic, and social situation that resulted
from it. Current political and economic situation undoubtedly influenced the emotional
tendencies of younger participants as well, as was the case with the younger Croatian
participants. Even though Serbia is now a sovereign nation-state, it is still facing some
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conflicts within their nation. The question of Vojvodina and Kosovo contributed to their
political conflicts. When this is combined with the difficulties of the transition from socialism
to capitalism, the economy suffers. Young Serbs can thus be disappointed in the current state
of their society and see the past through the collective frameworks as something that let them
down. Yet, it is important to note that those emotions are ˝weak˝ when compared to emotions
of happiness, love, and pride. Therefore, we can say that the individual level of nostalgia does
not correlate completely with the public discourse of the past.
Figure 4.11 displays the average of emotion tendencies in all the Slovenian participants.
Interestingly, their evaluations of emotions coincide with both Croatian and Serbian
evaluations, except in anger where Croatians and Serbian showed the higher presence of
feelings of anger. As mentioned before, Slovenians were in a stable and quite powerful
position in Yugoslavia. This was one of the reasons they were the first that separated from
Yugoslavia and formed their own nation-state. Even though they had to fight for
independence, the war in Slovenia lasted only for 10 days. Meanwhile, the war lasted far
longer in other places and had a more horrific impact on people’s lives. Contrary to the public
discourse in Slovenia where the times of Tito and Yugoslavia are not praised, emotions on the
individual level tell a different story. Happiness, love, pride, and sadness were evaluated by
the Slovenian participants as the most present emotions toward past times. Hence, Yugonostalgia is very much vivid also in the minds of those Slovenians who participated in my
study. Yet, when I compared the changes in emotional tendencies after the video between the
younger and the older generation (figure 4.9), fascinating shifts were observed. In the older
generation, all the emotions – sadness, anger, shame, happiness, love, and pride decreased.
The fact that the feelings of pride, happiness, and love decreased can reflect the awakened
memories of the fight for independence, reasons for wanting independence, which was then
represented as the freedom from oppression and dependence on the ˝foreign˝ entity. The
younger generation of the Slovenian participants, on the other hand, expressed amplified
transformations in emotional tendencies. The results of changes in increased happiness and
love represent statistically significant results. Interestingly, fear, sadness, anger, disgust,
shame, and pride were also quite amplified. We can conclude without a doubt that the video
of Tito’s speech acted as a powerful stimulant in the emotions of younger Slovenian
participants. These shifts in emotions do not correlate with shits in the older generation.
Therefore, another element beside collective memory and cultural framework must be at
hand. I believe that intense emotions of happiness, love, and pride are a result of the current
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position of the younger participants in the Slovenian society. Even though Slovenia is more
stable economically, politically, and socially than, for example, Croatia or Serbia, the
situation of younger generations is not as shiny as one might think. Yugo-nostalgia represents
an idealized image of the past. As participants of the younger generation express positive
emotions toward the glorified past, it represents a longing for lost values, which are missed in
the current capitalist world. Velikonja describes this longing as ˝not just saying No! to the
present, but also, or even above all, reaffirming the previous, now neglected values such as
social justice, common property, health and social security, solidarity within society, linking
of nations, etc.˝ (2009, p. 116). On the other hand, intense amplifications of disgust, anger,
fear, and shame could be explained as the result of memory transfer through the generations
and also through the collective frameworks of the Slovenian society.
As Velikonja (2009) argues, ˝nostalgia is based on the utopias of the past: it is not (only)
lethargic remembering of past realities, but primarily remembering of past should-bes,
ambitions, illusions and hopes that no longer exist˝ (p. 122). It is an image of past times that
were not as shiny and ideal as it is portrayed in the nostalgic feelings of individuals. Happier
memories have prevailed over negative memories. Several elements serve as a tool for such
remembrance: one of them is time – as time passes, memories fade. Emotions that are now
present when one is thinking of past times and past leaders are not equal to those of that time.
They are not as vivid and are infected by different discourses within the society. It is clear
from my study that a general representation of emotional tendencies does not correlate
completely when one explores further emotions of individuals. There is evidence which
shows that collective memory and individual memory interrelate and the transference of
memory through generations plays an important role here.
Roots of both collective and individual remembrance of historical events and people are of
great importance. Political, educational, and media institutions are the keystones in forming
the collective frameworks of the societies. However, on a more individual level, the influence
of transference of the memory from the parents to their children is also an essential part of
one’s construction of the identity, belonging, and stance toward particular events and people,
whether they are regarded as historical or present. As Boym relates emotions to memory, she
notes that ˝one remembers best what is colored by emotion˝ (2001, p. 52). When memory is
passed on through generations, individuals are not given only images and perceptions of
particular events or people. They are given certain emotions that help build their identity as a
whole.
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It is important to note a difference in nostalgic feelings in my case study, i.e. the difference
between the older and the younger generations. While the older generations have personal
memories, on which they base their nostalgic longing, younger generations rely on their
interpretations, their stories, and the expressed emotions. Yugo-nostalgia or Titostalgia is
present in the younger generations (of the participants in my study) as a positive emotional
perspective, a positive view of the past. Such interpretations can be used as guidelines for
explaining particular stances of younger generations toward the present. As Velikonja (2009,
p. 121) notes: ˝Nostalgia tells us what we would like to have back then, or in the case of Broz,
what a good leader should look like. At the same time, nostalgia also tells us a lot about
dissatisfaction with the present – in this case, what we miss in present political leaders˝.
Despite the common opinion where it is believed that former Yugoslav republics have a
negative stance toward Yugoslavia and Tito, as may also be seen in public discourses,
portrayed by the hands of mass media, I can conclude in my study that involving participants
showed no such tendencies. Their appraisal of emotions was quite the opposite – all the three
nations (by nations I mean groups of the participants who live and identify themselves as a
part of one nation) expressed less negative and more positive emotions. Emotions, such as
happiness, love, and pride prevailed in all the three. Hence, I can argue that Tito- or Yugonostalgia, as a utopian remembrance, is a part of participants’ frameworks without a doubt.
Yet, I must agree with Velikonja’s findings of the concept of Titostalgia, which he
understands as a formation of a new image that has little do to with Tito’s actual life, himself
as a person, and as a former president of Yugoslavia. The extolling of his image in, not only
individual memories but also cultural products and events, is, hence, a means of a utopian
escape from materialism and individualism that serves as a drive for modern societies.
Idealized images of former Yugoslavia stand as an affirmation that a community where values
of social connectedness, multiculturalism, and economic safety, is possible.
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6 CONCLUSION

In my bachelor thesis, I aspired to portray a wider picture of the notion of memory: how
memory differentiates not only as a collective and individual memory, depicted by mass
media and other public discourses but as a collective and individual memory on the individual
level, in the private sphere. I focused on one particular concept, called Yugo-nostalgia. I
thoroughly depicted theoretical concepts that are of great importance when one elaborates
nations and ideologies which form ones and links them to identities which nations produce.
Further, I presented theoretical concepts of emotions and cognitive theory, named appraisal
theory of emotions, for a better understanding of my study.
The first hypothesis which guided me through my study was that the memory of Tito is
dependent on our national background. The results of the participants’ emotions proved
otherwise. Hence, my first hypothesis cannot be confirmed. Given the fact that there were
very few differences between emotional tendencies of the older and the younger generation in
Croatian, Serbian and Slovenian groups and that emotional tendencies do not vary as much
between these groups, I can conclude that the element which influences people’s memory is
not their national background, but rather the transfer of memory. The most common source of
recognition of Tito was expressed to be the primary school and the parents and the family,
combined with the fact that regardless of their expressed nationality younger generations
portrayed extremely similar emotional tendencies as older generations. The keystone of their
remembrance and nostalgic emotions lies not only within the collective memory of their
society but also within their individual memory which was partly shaped through the
memories of their parents and family and partly through the eyes of today. Hence, the general
image of Yugo-nostalgia in former Yugoslav republics in the public sphere, in my opinion,
does not correlate completely with Yugo-nostalgic emotions in the private sphere.
Both collective and individual memories of participants have proven to be fragmented, which
was plainly manifested throughout my research study. The key element, which has helped me
to come to such a conclusion, was the enclosed video of Tito’s speech. It has, without a doubt,
acted as a powerful stimulant, and has aroused and significantly amplified emotions of
participants. The effect that the video had on participants’ emotions confirms my second
hypothesis – the enclosed video of Tito’s speech has increased the values of affective states of
participants in my study. In the case of older generations of Croats, Serbs and Slovenians,
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video aroused their personal memories of the time of Yugoslavia and Tito, which shows that,
before the video, their framework of remembrance was, in a way, shattered, partly forgotten
and mixed with the collective framework of their society, which is generated by influential
institutions and ideologies of their surroundings. The same can be said for younger
generations of participants, with one difference. When the video served as a stimulant for
their emotional tendencies, gaps in their memories weren’t filled with lost personal memories
of Tito and Yugoslavia; rather, they were linked to their present situation and memories that
were passed down through generations and collective frameworks.
It comes as no surprise that nostalgia is present in all nations, especially in the case of former
Yugoslavs, since the transition was marked by severe wars for independence and has had an
enormous impact on all aspects of people’s lives. Emotions, expressed in my research,
support the notion that Yugo-nostalgia is a feeling common to (at least) all the participants
that were a part of this research. Happiness, love, and pride which were the most common
emotional tendencies prove that Yugoslavia and Tito are remembered in a glorified and
idealized image. They can be understood as longings for values that are missed in the lives of
both older and younger participants in the present day and as a hope that they might be
restored. Negative emotions, such as anger, disgust, fear, and shame, which were also
expressed by all participants, could be understood as memories of the consequences of wars,
of loss, and of political and economic instability that followed. They can also be directed
toward the failure of Yugoslavia, the disappointment that the community, shared by multiple
ethnic and religious groups, shattered.
Political, educational, and media institutions form not only the public sphere of a society.
They also help construct its collective remembrance. Hence, it is presented in the public
sphere that former Yugoslavs do not have a positive stance toward their former republic. My
study has shown that collective frameworks that are represented in our public spheres cannot
be equated with the private sphere. As the world is being changed by the process of
globalization and values, such as materialism prevail, people turn to past, where lives were
simpler. We can argue on this note, that lives were not as simple as people remember today:
otherwise, those aspirations for a change, for freedom, would not be necessary. Hence,
nostalgia is not a memory of the past reality. It is a memory of today’s wishes, inserted in the
ideal of past times.
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7 ABSTRACT IN THE SLOVENIAN LANGUAGE

Francoski sociolog Maurice Halbwachs je v delu o kolektivnem spominu zakoličil trditev, da
so spomini rezultat kolektivne entitete (Halbwachs, 1992). Po njegovi teoriji spomin ni
individualno dejanje, dejanje posameznika, temveč poteka ob pomoči spreminjanja drugih
članov skupnosti. Spomin je pomemben del našega obstoja, tudi če se tega ne zavedamo. Kot
človeška bitja, velik del našega življenja doživljamo skozi spomin, s tem da reflektiramo na
našo individualno preteklost, ali pa na naše kolektivne preteklosti – morebiti kot člane nekega
naroda ali določene družbene skupine. Z minevanjem časa so vse naše izkušnje pretvorjene v
mentalne upodobitve stvari in dogodkov, ki so se zgodili pred tem trenutkom, pred “zdaj”.
Prav tako so pretvorjeni spomini ki jih tvorimo kot kolektivi, kulture in kot družbe. Ti
spomini so nepopolni ravno tako kot so nepopolni tudi individualni spomini. Ljudje ves čas
iščemo načine konstruiranja pomena preteklosti, kar počnemo skozi interakcijo. Hkrati pa s
tem formiramo temelj naših identitet, ki so oblikovane iz različnih zbirk različnih spominov,
katere spremljajo različni čustveni odzivi. V diplomskem delu sem želela identificirati
različne oblike kolektivnega spomina, ki bazirajo na specifični zgodovinski osebnosti – Josipu
Brozu Titu.
Primarna hipoteza, ki bo vodila raziskovanje je naslednja: spomin na Tita je odvisen od naše
narodnosti, saj oblikujemo našo identiteto in spomin na Tita glede na spomine naših staršev,
starih staršev in vseh generacij, ki so živele v času Tita in Jugoslavije. Kulturna nostalgija igra
pomembno vlogo tako kolektivnem spominu kot tudi v našem raziskovanju. Kulturna
nostalgija, torej občutek žalosti ko primerjamo sedanjost s preteklostjo, uporablja kolektivni
spomin da uprizori intimno in čustveno zgodovino. Zagovarjam dejstvo, da imajo ljudje v
različnih državah in nacijah z »različnimi spominjanji in interpretacijami lastne zgodovine«,
različne čustvene odzive na spomine na Tita. Druga hipoteza je, da video Titovega govora
poveča vrednost afektivnih stanj. To bom skušala dokazati s tem, da bom anketirance
izpostavila dvema fotografijama Tita, ki sta ločeni z videom Titovega govora.
Za pridobitev jasnih odgovorov v dotični študiji je prvi korak bil oblikovanje
polstrukturiranega vprašalnika. V prvem delu vprašalnika so bila udeležencem postavljena
osnovna demografska vprašanja. Ta vprašanja so bila zaprtega tipa in odprtega tipa ter
vprašanja z mersko lestvico. Drugi del vprašalnika je na prvem mestu imel vstavljeno
fotografijo Josipa Broza, kateri ni bil imenovan. Vprašalnik se je nadaljeval s specifičnimi
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vprašanji z mersko lestvico, kjer so anketiranci ocenjevali svoja čustva do osebe na
fotografiji. Ker sem za interpretativni del diplomske naloge uporabila teorijo, imenovano
appraisal theory of emotions, je v tretjem delu bil priložen videoposnetek Titovega govora, v
upanju, da bi spodbudil čustva anketirancev. V zadnjem delu ankete je bila ponovno
umeščena enaka fotografija Josipa Broza, čemur so sledila vprašanja, identična tistim v
drugem delu vprašalnika. Vprašanja so bila oblikovana z uporabo Schererjevega CMP modela
mehanizmov čustev. Anketiranci so tako morali opredeliti svoja čustva iz tako prijetnih, kot
neprijetnih dimenzij, saj je bilo v vprašanjih zastopanih osem čustvenih kategorij: jeza, strah,
sram, gnus, žalost, ljubezen, ponos in sreča.
V raziskavi je sodelovalo 57 anketirancev, kateri so nato bili razdeljeni v tri skupine (glede na
narodnosti; države stalnega prebivališča). Ker število udeležencev ne predstavlja
reprezentativnega vzorca in vsi podatki niso bili statistično relevantni, so odgovori
udeležencev primarno bili razumljeni kot težnje. Ključne interpretacije oziroma ugotovitve so
bile oblikovane s pomočjo kognitivne teorije appraisal theory of emotions ter z uporabo
primerjalnih in interpretativnih metod.
V teoretičnem poglavju so predstavljeni specifični koncepti, kateri predstavljajo ključne
elemente pri oblikovanju posameznikovega spomina. Koncept naroda je sodoben koncept.
Narod je ustvarjen, oblikovan s pomočjo sile, imenovane nacionalizem. Nacionalizem je
močna ideologija, ki oblikuje družbe. Temelji na čustvih, ki jih ustvarjajo interesi posameznih
družbenih skupin ali posameznikov znotraj družb. Tako spomini na zgodovino, zgodovinske
dogodke in osebe variirajo tako med družbami kot med posamezniki. Ti spomini so lahko
prepoznani kot nostalgija, katero danes razumemo kot hrepenenje po ˝dobrih starih časih˝,
kjer posamezniki preteklosti spominjajo skozi ˝rožnata očala˝. V drugem delu diplomskega je
podrobno opredeljena metodologija, s pomočjo katere so bili pridobljeni in interpretirani
odgovori sodelujočih anketirancev ter predstavitev pridobljenih rezultatov. V zadnjem delu
diplomskega dela sledi interpretacija pridobljenih rezultatov ter ključne ugotovitve.
Pridobljeni rezultati skozi pričujočo študijo so pokazali, da je elementov, ki vplivajo na
spomin ljudi, več. Tu lahko prenosu spomina tako skozi generacije kot skozi kolektivno
zavest posamezne družbe prištejemo tudi nostalgijo ter današnjo realnost življenj
posameznikov. Tako sem prvo hipotezo, kjer sem predpostavila, da je spomin na Tita odvisen
od naroda, kateremu posameznik pripada, ovrgla. Emocionalne tendence se med starejšimi in
mlajšimi generacijami v vseh skupinah, kot tudi med samimi skupinami (Hrvati, Srbi in
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Slovenci) niso signifikantno razlikovale. Drugo hipotezo, kjer sem predpostavila, da bo video
Titovega govora deloval kot stimulans emocionalnih tendenc pri anketirancih, sem potrdila.
Splošna podoba Jugo-nostalgije v nekdanjih Jugoslovanskih republikah v javnih sferi se, po
mojem mnenju, ne sklada z Jugo-nostalgičnimi čustvi v zasebni sferi posameznikov. Tako
kolektivni kot individualni spomini anketirancev so se izkazali za razdrobljene, kar sem
uspela potrditi s pomočjo videa Titovega govora oziroma dejstva, da je le-ta deloval kot
stimulans v emocionalnih tendencah anketirancev. Emocije, izražene v raziskavi, podpirajo
dejstvo, da je Jugo-nostalgija nekaj, kar je skupno vsem udeležencem raziskave. Sreča,
ljubezen in ponos, ki so bili najpogosteje izražene emocionalne tendence dokazujejo, da sta
Jugoslavija in Tito v današnjih spominih idealizirana. Tovrstne pozitivne emocije je mogoče
razumeti kot hrepenenje po vrednotah, katere danes anketiranci pogrešajo ter kot upanje, da
jih je mogoče obnoviti. Negativna čustva, kot so jeza, gnus, strah in sramota, ki so bila prav
tako izražena, lahko razumemo kot spomine na posledice vojn, izgub ter politične in
gospodarske nestabilnosti, ki je sledila. Lahko jih razumemo kot čustva, uperjena proti
neuspehu Jugoslavije, razočaranju nad dejstvom, da je skupnost, katera je bila sestavljena iz
večih narodnih in verskih skupnosti, razpadla.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: Questionnaire
Section 1
For each question, enter the appropriate answer. If answers are already given, please choose
the appropriate one.
1. Age: _________
2. Sex:
a. Female
b. Male
3. Education:
a. Primary School
b. Secondary School
c. University
d. Other: ______________________
4. Profession: ________________________
5. Nationality:
a. Slovenian
b. Croatian
c. Serbian
d. Bosnian
e. I feel no national affiliation
f. I do not want to define my affiliation
6. Country of residence:
a. Slovenia
b. Croatia
c. Bosnia and Herzegovina
d. Serbia
e. None of the above
7. City of residence: _____________________
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8. Media – how frequent do you monitor the political events/ political scene? Please choose
a number from 1 to 5, where 1 represents never and 5 represents on a daily basis.
__________
9. Religion:
a. Christianity - Roman Catholic Church
b. Christianity - Orthodox Church
c. Christianity - Protestant church
d. Islam
e. Judaism
f. Buddhism
g. Hinduism
h. Atheism
i. Agnostic
j. I do not belong
k. Other: _____________________________________

Section 2
In this part of the questionnaire, please look at the photo that is attached and answer the
questions that follow.
Please choose the number before the answer which suits you. The range of digits corresponds
to the following statements:
1 - I do not agree
2 – I partially disagree
3 - I disagree, I do not agree
4 - I partially agree
5 - I completely agree
Please choose the number that best suits your feelings.
Please look at the below attached photo.
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1. This photo arouses my emotions. ________
2. Looking at this photo, I experience pleasant emotions. ________
3. Looking at this photo, I experience unpleasant emotions. ________
4. Looking at this photo, I experience disgust. ________
5. Looking at this photo, I experience fear. ________
6. Looking at this photo, I experience sadness. ________
7. Looking at this photo, I experience anger. ________
8. Looking at this photo, I experience shame. ________
9. Looking at this photo, I experience happiness. ________
10. Looking at this photo, I experience love. ________
11. Looking at this photo, I experience pride. ________

Section 3
1. I recognize the person on the photo:
a. Yes
b. No
2. I recognize the person from:
a. Primary school
b. Secondary school
c. University
d. Media
e. My parents and family
f. Other: _______________
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Section 4
In this part of the questionnaire, I would like to ask you to watch a short video that is attached
below.

The square represents the video that is attached to the online questionnaire.

Section 5
In this part of the questionnaire, I would like to ask you to answer a few questions that apply
to the person in the video.
Please choose the number before the answer which suits you. The range of digits corresponds
to the following statements:
1 - I do not agree
2 – I partially disagree
3 - I disagree, I do not agree
4 - I partially agree
5 - I completely agree
Please choose the number that best suits your feelings.
1. I have a positive opinion of the person on the photo. ________

Section 6
In this part of the questionnaire, I ask you to evaluate your emotions toward the person from
the beginning of the questionnaire.
Please choose the number before the answer which suits you. The range of digits corresponds
to the following statements:
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1 - I do not agree
2 – I partially disagree
3 - I disagree, I do not agree
4 - I partially agree
5 - I completely agree
Please choose the number that best suits your feelings.
Please look at the enclosed photo again.

1. This photo arouses my emotions. ________
2. Looking at this photo, I experience pleasant emotions. ________
3. Looking at this photo, I experience unpleasant emotions. ________
4. Looking at this photo, I experience disgust. ________
5. Looking at this photo, I experience fear. ________
6. Looking at this photo, I experience sadness. ________
7. Looking at this photo, I experience anger. ________
8. Looking at this photo, I experience shame. ________
9. Looking at this photo, I experience happiness. ________
10. Looking at this photo, I experience love. ________
11. Looking at this photo, I experience pride. ________
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